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1 . (Currently Amended) A recording/reproduction apparatus comprising: 

a first information recording means for recording prop e r information^ te-be 
r e cord e d including information on the of a time and date of recording on a first recording 
medium from the a recording starting point of said first recording medium in the an order of time 
and date of recording; 

a recording capacity determining means forjudging if said first recording medium 
has a remaining recording capacity sufficient for recording said information to be record e d ; 

an oldest information detecting means for detecting one or more than on e pieces 
of information having the an oldest time and date of recording out of the a plurality of pieces of 
information recorded on said first recording medium; 

a recording control means for controlling the an operation of recording 
information not recorded on said first recording medium in the a recording area of said first 
recording medium and for storing said one or more than one pieces of information having the 
oldest time and date of recording as detected by said oldest information detecting means if the 
information not recorded on said first recording medium is supplied and said recording capacity 
determining means judges that said recording medium does not have said remaining recording 
capacity ; and 

an erasure prohibiting means for specifying one or more pieces of information 
recorded by said first information recording means on said first recording medium for 
prohibition of erasure: 
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wherein the oldest time and date of recording of said one or more pieces of 
information having been specified for the prohibition of erasure by the erasure prohibiting means 
are changed to have a current time and date of recording when said first recording medium is 
filled to capacity . 

2. (Currently Amended) [[A]] The recording/reproduction apparatus according to 
claim 1 , furth e r comprising: wherein 

an e rasur e prohibiting means for sp e cifying predet e rmin e d one or mor e than on e 
pieces of information r e corded by said first infonnation r e cording m e ans on said first r e cording 
m e dium for prohibition of erasur e ; 

said recording control means b e ing is adapted to [[so]] control said first 
information recording means so as to cause [[it]] the recording control means to record the 
information not recorded on said first recording medium in the recording area on said first 
recording medium storing and adapted to store the one or more than on e pieces of recorded 
information having the oldest time and date of recording except said pred e t e rmin e d one or more 
than on e pieces of recorded information specified by said erasure prohibiting means. 

Claim 3. (Canceled) 

4. (Currently Amended) [[A]] The recording/reproduction apparatus according to 
claim 2, further comprising: 

a second information recording means for recording information on a second 
recording medium; and 
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a specification cancelling means for cancelling the a specification of said 
pr e d e termin e d one or more than on e pieces of recorded information for prohibition of erasure as 
specified by said erasure prohibiting means; 

said recording control means beiftg is adapted as to so to control said first 
information recording means, when a piece of information not recorded on said first recording 
medium is supplied and when it is determined by said recording capacity determining means that 
said first recording medium does not have a remaining recording capacity sufficient for 
recording said information to be recorded, so as to cause said first information recording means 
to reproduce the one or more than one pieces of information stored on said recording medium 
with the oldest time and date of recording as detected by said oldest information detecfing means 
out of the recording area of said first recording medium to be used for recording said information 
not recorded on said first recording medium and record the reproduced information on said 
second recording medium; and 

said specification cancelling means b e ing is adapted to cancel the prohibition of 
erasure of said pred e termin e d one or more than one pieces of recorded information as specified 
by said erasure prohibiting means after the a completion of recording said information 
reproduced by said second information recording means on said second recording medium. 

5. (Currently Amended) [[A]] The recording/reproduction apparatus according to 
claim [[3]] i, further comprising: 

a second information recording means for recording information on a second 
recording medium; 
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an erasure prohibiting means for specifying predotermined one or more than ono 
pieces of infoiTnation r e cord e d by said first information recording m e ans on said first r e cording 
medium for prohibition of erasure; and 

a specification cancelling means for cancelling the a specification of said 
pred e t e rmin e d one or more than on e pieces of recorded information for prohibition of erasure as 
specified by said erasure prohibiting means; 

said recording control means being is adapted as to so to control said first 
information recording means, when a piece of information not recorded on said first recording 
medium is supplied and when it is determined by said recording capacity determining means that 
said first recording medium does not have a remaining recording capacity sufficient for 
recording said information to be recorded, so as to cause said first information recording means 
to reproduce the one or more than on e pieces of information stored on said recording medium 
with the oldest time and date of recording as detected by said oldest infonnation detecting means 
out of the recording area of said first recording medium to be used for recording said information 
not recorded on said first recording medium , us e th e information on th e time and dat e of 
r e cording the information as r e produced by said tim e and dat e of r e cording changing m e an s as 
th e most r e c e nt information and record said reproduced information on s aid s e cond r e cording 
medium ; and 

said specification cancelling means being is adapted to cancel the prohibition of 
erasure of said pr e d e t e rmined one or more than one pieces of recorded information as specified 
by said erasure prohibiting means after the a completion of recording said information 
reproduced by said second information recording means on said second recording medium. 
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6. (Currently Amended) [[A]] The recording/reproduction apparatus according to 
claim 2, further comprising: 

a second information recording means for recording information on a second 
recording medium; 

an era s ur e prohibiting means for specifying pr e det e rmin e d one or mor e than on e 
piec e s of information record e d by said first information recording m e ans on said first r e cording 
medium for prohibition of erasur e ; and 

a specification cancelling means for cancelling the specification of said 
predetermined one or more than on e pieces of recorded information for prohibition of erasure as 
specified by said erasure prohibiting means; 

said recording control means b e ing is adapted as to so to control said first 
information recording means, when a piece of information not recorded on said first recording 
medium is supplied and when it is determined by said recording capacity determining means that 
said first recording medium does not have a remaining recording capacity sufficient for 
recording said information to be recorded, so as to cause said first information recording means 
to reproduce the one or more than on e pieces of information stored on said recording medium 
with the oldest time and date of recording as detected by said oldest information detecting means 
out of the recording area of said first recording medium to be used for recording said information 
not recorded on said first recording medium , use th e information on th e tim e and dat e of 
r e cording the information as reproduc e d by said tim e and date of recording changing m e ans a s 
th e most r e c e nt information and record said reproduc e d information on said s e cond recording 
medium ; and 
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said specification cancelling means being is adapted to cancel the prohibition of 
erasure of said pr e d e t e rnnin e d one or more than on e pieces of recorded information as specified 
by said erasure prohibiting means after the a completion of recording said infomiation 
reproduced by said second information recording means on said second recording medium. 

7. (Currently Amended) [[A]] The recording/reproduction apparatus according to 
claim [[3]] L further comprising: 

a second information recording means for recording information on a second 
recording medium; 

an e rasure prohibiting means for specifi^ing pr e det e rmin e d on e or mor e than one 
piec e s of information r e cord e d by said first information recording means on said first recording 
medium for prohibition of e rasur e ; and 

a specification cancelling means for cancelling the specification of said 
predet e rmin e d one or more than one pieces of recorded information for prohibition of erasure as 
specified by said erasure prohibiting means; 

said recording control means b e ing is adapted as to so to control said first 
information recording means, when a piece of information not recorded on said first recording 
medium is supplied and when it is determined by said recording capacity determining means that 
said first recording medium does not have a remaining recording capacity sufficient for 
recording said information to be recorded, so as to cause said first information recording means 
to reproduce said pred e termined one or more than on e pieces of information specified by said 
erasure prohibiting means and stored on said recording medium out of the recording area of said 
first recording medium to be used for recording said information not recorded on said first 
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recording medium[[,]] us e th e information on th e time and dat e of recording th e information as 
r e produced by said time and dat e of recording changing m e ans as th e most r e c e nt information 
and r e cord said reproduced information on said s e cond recording m e dium ; and 

said specification cancelHng means b e ing js adapted to cancel the prohibition of 
erasure of said pr e d e t e rmin e d one or more than on e pieces of recorded information as specified 
by said erasure prohibiting means after the a completion of recording said information 
reproduced by said second information recording means on said second recording medium. 

8. (Currently Amended) [[A]] The recording/reproduction apparatus according to 
claim 4, further comprising: 

a second recording capacity determining means forjudging if said second 
recording medium has a remaining recording capacity sufficient for recording said information te 
b e r e corded ; and 

a second oldest information detecting means for detecting one or more than on e 
pieces of information having the an oldest time and date of recording out of the a plurality of 
pieces of information recorded on said second recording medium; 

said second information recording means b e ing is adapted to record said 
infonnation to be recorded as accompanied by the information on the time and date of recording 
on said second recording medium in the an order of scheduled time and date of recording from 
the a starting point for recording on said second recording medium; and 

said recording control means b e ing is adapted as to so to control said second 
information recording means, when a piece of information not recorded on said second recording 
medium is supplied and when it is determined by said second recording capacity determining 
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means that said second recording medium does not have a remaining recording capacity 
sufficient for recording said information to be recorded, so as to cause said second information 
recording means to record said information not recorded on said second recording medium in the 
recording area on said second recording medium storing and to store said one or more than on e 
pieces of information having the oldest time and date of recording as detected by said second 
oldest information detecting means[[;]]. 

9. (Currently Amended) [[A]] The recording/reproduction apparatus according to 
claim 6, further comprising: 

a second recording capacity determining means forjudging if said second 
recording medium has a remaining recording capacity sufficient for recording said information to 
be record e d ; and 

a second oldest information detecting means for detecting one or more than one 
pieces of information having the an oldest time and date of recording out of the a plurality of 
pieces of infonnation recorded on said second recording medium; 

said second information recording means b e ing is adapted to record said 
information to be recorded as accompanied by the information on the time and date of recording 
on said second recording medium in the an order of scheduled time and date of recording from 
the a starting point for recording on said second recording medium; and 

said recording control means being is adapted as to so to control said second 
information recording means, when a piece of information not recorded on said second recording 
medium is supplied and when it is determined by said second recording capacity determining 
means that said second recording medium does not have a remaining recording capacity 
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sufficient for recording said infonnation to be recorded, so as to cause said second information 
recording means to record said information not recorded on said second recording medium in the 
recording area on said second recording medium storing and to store said one or more than one 
pieces of information having the oldest time and date of recording as detected by said second 
oldest information detecting means[[;]]. 

10. (Currently Amended) [[A]] The recording/reproduction apparatus according 
to claim 8, wherein the time and date when the reproduced information is recorded by said 
second information recording means on said second recording medium is treated as if the time 
and date when said information is recorded by said first information recording means on said 
first recording medium. 

1 1 . (Cun-ently Amended) [[A]] The recording/reproduction apparatus according 
to claim 9, wherein the time and date when the reproduced information is recorded by said 
second information recording means on said second recording medium is treated as if the time 
and date when said infonnation is recorded by said first information recording means on said 
first recording medium. 

12. (Currently Amended) [[A]] The recording/reproduction apparatus according 
to claim 1 , further comprising: 

a display section for displaying the one or more than on e pieces of recorded 
information with the oldest time and date of recording as detected by said oldest infonnation 
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detecting means except said one or more than on e pieces of recorded information specified by 
said erasure prohibiting means. 

13. (Currently Amended) A recording/reproduction method comprising the steps 

of: 

a first information recording st e p of first recording prop e r information to be 
recorded in a first information recording means, including information on th e of a time and date 
of recording on a first recording medium from the a recording starting point of said first 
recording medium in the an order of time and date of recording; 

a r e cording capacity det e rmining step of judging if said first recording medium 
has a remaining recording capacity sufficient for recording said information to b e record e d ; 

an oldest information d e t e cting st e p of detecting one or more than on e pieces of 
information having the an oldest time and date of recording out of the a plurality of pieces of 
information recorded on said first recording medium; awd 

a r e cording updating st e p of second recording of information not recorded on said 
first recording medium in the a recording area of said first recording medium; 

storing said one or more than on e pieces of information having the oldest time and 
date of recording as detected in said old e st information detecting step if the information not 
recorded on said first recording medium is supplied and it is judged in said r e cording capacity 
determining step that said recording medium does not have said remaining recording capacity; 
and 

specifying one or more pieces of information recorded by said first information 
recording means on said first recording medium for prohibition of erasure; 
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wherein the oldest time and date of recording of said one or more pieces of 
information having been specified for the prohibition of erasure are changed to have a current 
time and date of recording when said first recording medium is filled to capacity . 

14. (Currently Amended) [[A]] The recording/reproduction method according to 
claim 13, furth e r comprising: wherein 

an era s ur e prohibiting step of sp e cifying pr e d e t e rmined on e or mor e than on e 
piec es of information r e cord e d on said first r e cording m e dium in said first infonnation recording 
step for prohibition of erasur e ; 

the information not recorded on said first recording medium being is recorded in 
the recording area on said first recording medium storing and one or more than on e pieces of 
recorded information having the oldest time and date of recording except said pred e t e rmin e d one 
or more than one pieces of recorded information specified by said erasur e prohibiting m e ans in 
said second recording updating step are stored . 

Claim 15. (Canceled) 

16. (Currently Amended) [[A]] The recording/reproduction method according to 
claim 13, wherein when a piece of information not recorded on said first recording medium is 
supplied and when it is determined in said r e cording capacity det e miining judging step that said 
first recording medium does not have a remaining recording capacity sufficient for recording 
said information to be recorded, the one or more than on e pieces of information stored on said 
recording medium with the oldest time and date of recording as detected in said oldest 
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information detecting step are reproduced out of the recording area of said first recording 
medium to be used for recording said information not recorded on said first recording medium 
and the reproduced information is recorded on said second recording medium in said second 
recording updating step. 
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